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Ref. CR14-108/474
Per e-mail:

President Lars Thykier
The Members

The Members of Tour Operators Committee
The Members of the Incoming Tourism Working Group
Brussels, 17th of July 2014
Dear Members, 

Re: 
Update on the visa package and factsheet
In short:

The European Economic and Social Committee has invited ECTAA to comment on its preliminary draft opinion on the visa package. Due to the short deadline for submitting amendments, ECTAA will simply ask amendments stressing the economic importance of visa facilitation. 
The Secretariat has prepared a visual factsheet on the importance of tourism and the benefits accruing to Europe’s economy from visa facilitation. Members can use this factsheet in their contacts with their own national governments
Kindly note that on 26-27 June 2014 the European Council defined the strategic guidelines for legislative and operational planning for the coming years within the area of freedom, security and justice. It states that the Schengen area and the increasing numbers of people travelling to the EU require efficient management of the EU's common external borders to ensure strong protection. The Union must mobilise all the tools at its disposal to support the Member States in their task. In this context the Member States agreed that “the common visa policy needs to be modernised by facilitating legitimate travel and reinforced local Schengen consular cooperation while maintaining a high level of security and implementing the new Schengen governance system.”

There seems to be a general support from Member States for the revision of the Schengen visa policy, yet the first discussions which took place in the Council Working Group on the visa package suggests that Member States have a lot of reservation vis-à-vis the Commission proposal. 
Kindly note that the Secretariat has been in contact with the European Economic and Social Committee, which is a consultative body of the EU and which will present an opinion on the visa package proposal. The EESC represents the civil society and is made up of an equal number of employers, employees and a third group of various other changing interests such as: farmers, consumer groups, professional associations and so on.
The Secretariat has been invited to make comments on the preliminary draft opinion of the EESC. The latter is very supportive of the Commission proposal. Its focus is on two points:

· Simplifying access to Europe helps to export Europe’s values 
· Single EU representation throughout the world to replace the existing Member States’ representations. 

As the deadline for proposing amendments to the draft opinion is the 21st of July, the Secretariat will ask to make amendments that stress more the economic importance of visa facilitation on Europe’s economy, and more specifically the tourism industry. As you will recall, the Commission carried out a study on the economic impact of short stay visa facilitation on the tourism industry and on the overall economies of the EU Member States part of the Schengen Area. The study concluded that significant benefits would accrue if changes were made to the existing visa code. More flexible and accessible visa rules could lead to an increase in trips to the Schengen area of between 30% and up to 60% from these six target countries used in the study. Different facilitation scenarios could lead to a total of 13 to 14 million travellers, leading to between EUR 22 to 25 billion in total direct spending per year.
Please find enclosed a short factsheet that the Secretariat has prepared to highlight the importance of tourism and the benefits accruing to Europe’s economy, and in particular the tourism industry, from visa facilitation. Members can use this factsheet in their contacts with their own national governments. 
With kind regards,
Christina Russe
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